
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a  
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those  
parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation participates in word  
or song are noted in bold type.                                 Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE   Chorale Preludes on “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  
                                                    Flor Peeters, Gerhard Krapf, Craig Philips 

* HYMN              Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending           Helmsley 

* CALL TO WORSHIP:  

Leader: God calls to the heavens above and to the earth below. 

People: Our God is coming, but not in silence. 

Leader: Our God, the Almighty, speaks. 

People: God summons us from the ends of the earth. 

Leader: God says: "Gather to me my faithful ones." 

People: We gather for our God is coming. 

INTROIT   Advent Responsory Brooks 

I look from afar:  and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole 
earth. Go ye out to meet him and say:  Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign 
over thy people Israel? High and low, rich and poor, One with another, go ye out to meet 
him and say:  Hear, O thou shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep.  
Tell us, art thou he that should come? Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign 
over thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE      
               Hyuk, Miranda, Allister, and Henry Lee  

 TIME WITH CHILDREN  

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. + 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of hope, after the feasting of Thanksgiving our hearts, bodies, 
and spirits are still lethargic.  We want to slumber and rest.  Yet you 
call us to be awake and alert for the coming of your Son.  Help us  
to focus on the work that you have placed before us.  Keep our  
hearts open to ways of serving you by serving others.  We ask this  
in the name of the One whom we await, Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
our Savior. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 



 

 

 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
 shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF MARCELLA CARMEN ROMANO-MCSPADDEN 

RESPONSE                      Hymn No. 493 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here, vs. 1 

 Dearest Jesus, we are here, gladly your command obeying. 
 With this child we now draw near in response to your own saying 
 that to you it shall be given as a child and heir of heaven. 

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
 ... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
 renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to 
 serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened           
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

* HYMN 1 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus        Stuttgart 



  

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 2:1-5 

ANTHEM O Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem  Thomas Tomkins 

Oh, pray for the peace of Jerusalem. They shall prosper that love thee.    PS. 122: 6 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 24:36-44 

SERMON                                   “Oblivious”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY    The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns Hirten 

The King shall come when morning dawns And light triumphant breaks,  
When beauty gilds the eastern hills  And life to joy awakes. 
 

Not as of old a little child, To bear and fight and die,  
But crowned with glory like the sun That lights the morning sky. 
 

Oh, brighter than the rising morn When Christ, victorious, rose  
And left the lonesome place of death Despite the rage of foes. 
 

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn Shall dawn upon our race  
The day when Christ in splendor comes And we shall see his face. 
 

The King shall come when morning dawns And light and beauty brings. 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: Come quickly, King of kings. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                             Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  



 

 

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 9               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel       Veni Emmanuel 

* BENEDICTION     

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE     Postlude on “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
        Kenneth Leighton 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

*     *     *     *     * 

NOTES ON THE MUSIC 
The great Advent hymn ‘Veni Emanuel’ has been the inspiration for many composers  
for many centuries. Today’s prelude and postlude are settings of this hymn by composers 
ranging from the mid 20th Century (Flor Peeters), late 20th C. (Gerhardt Krapf) and 
today (Craig Phillips and Kenneth Leighton.) Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656) spent 
most of his career as organist and composer at Worchester Cathedral in England.  
John Karl Hirten (b. 1956) has been involved in church music for over thirty-five 
years. A graduate of the Manhattan School of Music, his experience ranges from  
several different religious traditions, including Trinity Church on Wall Street, Fordham 
University Chapel and St. James Cathedral in Brooklyn.  
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 2:1-5 (NRSV) 
 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 2In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the 
hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the 
God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall 
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 



  

 

Matthew 24:36-44 (NRSV) 
 But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels  
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing 
until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and 
one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be 
taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 
on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of 
the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 
an unexpected hour. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 
 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP 
 

Today’s Ushers are: Nicole Kim, Captain 
      Sara Lee          Shirley Murdock             Andrew Platek            Paul Platek  
 
Today we are honored to celebrate the baptism of Marcella Carmen  
Romano-McSpadden, born August 14, 2016 in Westwood, NJ to Emalinda 
(Emily) Leilani McSpadden & Linda Romano. 
 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Melissa Gagnon. Melissa is a new church 
member and is part of the Women's Connect Group on Monday nights.  
She lives in Englewood and is the fundraiser and special events planner at 
Center for Food Action. Melissa has 2 twenty-something children--Allie lives 
and works in NYC and Andrew lives and works in San Francisco. 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 
 

This week’s COFFEE & CONVERSATION is coordinated by the 
Schweizer Family. Thank you Cary, David, Beyla and Nolan for your  
ministry of food and friendship!  
 
GOD'S CREATION Calendars for 2017 can be purchased today for only 
$8.00. These beautiful calendars can be given as a gift or used by your family. 
Proceeds go to our Spark Hope Fire Recovery Fund. 
 
WRITE A NOTE of encouragement and "thank you for your service" to  
a Recovering Soldier at Walter Reed Hospital in Washington D.C.  Pick 
up some donated cards and address for your notes. 
 
Stop at the INFORMATION CENTER, pick up a November Newsletter  
and invite a friend. Other resources available: Prayer Cards, Prescription 
discount cards, offering envelopes.  
  
Youth and non-youth alike are invited to join Yvonne and friends in  
MAKING CRANES to adorn this year's beautiful Christmas tree. If 
interested, please join us in the meeting room today directly after worship! 
No experience required.  
 
FINAL WEEK: MOBILIZE FOR MISSION: FOOD TO FIRST -  
FPC Mission collects food and non-perishable food items each month. For 
November we are celebrating gratitude and asking for your donations Every 
Sunday of November. Let’s stock the shelves and support the hungry and the 
great work of the Center for Food Action! 
 
FIVE WISHES, the first Living Will that talks about personal, emotional  
and spiritual needs as well as medical wishes. We have it now in 3 languages, 
English, Korean and Spanish. The CARE Ministries Committee makes available 
for borrowing the DVD and booklet NEXT STEPS to help any family talk 
about your wishes and how to cope with serious illness.  
 
CAROLS & COOKIES - Friday, December 2, 6:30 pm Dinner, 7 pm 
Cookie Exchange in Elmore Hall. Join FPC friends for a fun evening of 
Christmas Carols and an FPC Cookie Exchange. Bring a dozen cookies and 
take home a dozen cookies.  
 
 



 

 

UPCOMING  
 

SPARK HOPE DECEMBER BAKE SALE - Calling all bakers who are 
interested in contributing to a 2-week December Bake Sale with proceeds  
to benefit Spark Hope fire recovery. Please see Sara Lee who is organizing 
bakers at fwlee287@gmail.com.  
 
DISCIPLESHIP EVENT: THE CULTURE MAP - Wednesday, 
December 7 at 7 pm. We live in a diverse world where success requires 
having the skills to navigate through cultural differences and decode cultures 
foreign to your own. Come watch a presentation by Professor Erin Meyer, 
author of The Culture Map, as she combines a smart analytical framework 
with practical, actionable advice for succeeding in a global world. 
 
MOBILIZE FOR MISSION: ORGANIC GARDEN CLEAN UP -
Saturday, December10, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm. FPC is seeking 8 volunteers  
who like to get their hands dirty! The task is heading down the street to the 
Center for Food Action to close down the organic garden for the winter. If 
you can volunteer please see Bruce Forshee (bruceforshee@gmail.com) or 
Rick Kim to join the great group that is gathering.  
 
105TH CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE - Sunday, December 11, 
identical services at 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. in Elmore Hall. Bring a friend to enjoy 
the highlight of the Christmas season. This year FPC will hold two identical 
services at 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. Childcare provided.  
  

  

 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Linda Farrell, Ulah Fields,  
T.K. Lau, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Robert Ryder, Carol Schulzrinne,  
Phil Tamis, Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Bruce Forshee, Rosetta Forshee, John Fraser, Akira Fujitsuka, Audrey Harrison, 
Linda Heitner, Emily Kahn, Joshua Kahn, Nicole Kim, Kate Matsuda, Sara Lee, Charlene Niland,  
Beverly Rhinehart, Jeff Spady. 
Co-Moderators: Paul Kang & Caridad Schweizer  Staff: Reverend Richard Hong & Dorothy VanderWerf 



  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

THE REVEREND KELLIE ANDERSON-PICALLO - DIRECTOR OF MISSION STRATEGY 
DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
DOROTHY VANDERWERF - DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRIES 
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - FAMILY MINISTRIES COORDINATOR  

DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 
BETH MORRISON -  OFFICE ASSOCIATE 

MARY STEVENS - BOOKKEEPER 
GARIN KASSIS - CUSTODIAN  

 
 
 

Get the New FPC App 
 

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church 
calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even give online!  Parents 
receive notifications with suggestions for faith-based family discussions.  
For Android or iPhone – just search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your 
app store. 


